What will I write 7

It’s 1 am at night now-
Everybody in the house is in deep sleep switching off the lights,
I'm lying on the floor,
Scribbling on the pages in the dark.
God knows what I want to write:
It's a strange black night
Present in the Earth with deep dark future,
Shall I write about
How many millions of boys and girls are unemployed?
Or shall I write about the life of my house maid?
Her name is Rakhi.
Her duty hours are 8am to 4pm everyday .
She comes to Tollygunge from the distant Laxmikantapur
Everyday.
She rides the bicycle for 3ominutes to the station,
She rests her cycle in the station
And boards the train at 5:20am:;
She gets down at Baghajatin at 7am.
Then she walks for 4ominutes to my home-
All these for eight thousand rupees a month.
It's a terrible toil of sixteen hours including the journey;

What will I write?

I told her, "Rakhi, you work so hard everyday
You stay here instead of doing the journey."
"Brother,my parents got me married at the age of fourteen,
After ten years, my husband drove me out of the house.
I live at my maternal house with my son.
There's nobody to look after my old parents."
The woman leaves at 4pm everyday and Reaches home at gpm in the same way

Hanging like a monkey in the crowded train.

"Brother, I cook at 3am and leave my house,

Again when I return home and cook,
Then people can eat."
And I'm thinking, she even cooks at my place
For eight hours.



What will I write?

Rakhi couldn’t come for this lockdown for a month.
Then one fine day,
She came to my house cycling for shours.
She works the whole day like crazy-

No dash of tiredness, she's always with a smile..
She goes home once a month for three days
Cycling for three hours!

What will I write?

Here I'm searching the pen paper in the deep dark
For the sake of writing something,
On the other side there's deep darkness,
In face of the millions of unemployed Indians,
On another side, the housemaid
Gets up from the bed in the deep darkness,
Takes up the responsibility
Of her son and old parents' future everyday -
Extremely heavy a future:
What will I write?
Here it's a deadly deep black night.
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